Additional Information for
Championships Participants

Content prepared on 6 August 2026.
If you have already read this information, please wait for a newer version. Always check the
content preparation date to make sure you are reading the latest version.

Welcome to the 2026 IBTA World Blind Tennis Championships in Vilnius!

We want your stay in Vilnius and your participation in the Championships to be as smooth as
possible. Therefore, we have gathered the most important practical information you may
need before your arrival and during the event.

We recommend reading this information from beginning to end. You will likely find answers
to most of your questions and avoid the need to contact the organisers for additional
information.

Important: This information is preliminary. The organisers reserve the right to update or
amend it depending on the actual situation, the number of participants, or other
organisational requirements. Any changes will be published through the official
Championships information channels.

We hope everything will take place according to the plan below.
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1. Important Championships Dates
23—-24 August — Player Classification

Player classification will take place at the eye clinic according to an individual schedule.

IBTA has already sent each player requiring classification their individual appointment time.
Please check your assigned time carefully.

Please arrive at the clinic 15-30 minutes before your scheduled classification
appointment.

The official classification schedule is available on the IBTA website:

https://www.internationalblindtennis.org/lithuania-2026-classification-schedule/

Please strictly follow the classification schedule published by IBTA. Players who arrive late or
fail to attend their classification appointment may be subject to sanctions imposed by IBTA
and the organisers, as described in the Championships FAQ.

Transport from the official Championships hotel to the eye clinic and back will be provided.
The transport timetable will be available at the Championships Information Desk (Info Desk).

This transport service is available only for participants staying at the official
Championships hotel.

24 August (17:00-19:00) — Official Championships
Opening Ceremony

The Opening Ceremony will take place at:

SEB Arena
AZuolyno g. 7, Vilnius, Lithuania

The event will be attended by:

players;

coaches;

SpoNsors;

partners;

invited guests;
Championships organisers.


https://www.internationalblindtennis.org/lithuania-2026-classification-schedule/

No official dinner will be organised after the Opening Ceremony. The evening will be free for
all participants.

25—-29 August — Competition Days

Matches in all categories will take place at SEB Arena.

29 August — Finals and Closing Ceremony

o Finals Day.
+ Not earlier than 17:00 — Medal Ceremony and Official Closing Ceremony.

29—-30 August — Departure
Transport from the official Championships hotel to Vilnius Airport will be provided.

This transport service is available only for participants staying at the official
Championships hotel.

2. Information to Be Published by 19
August

By 19 August, we plan to publish:

an important contact list for different situations;
the official training schedule;

the registration process for B2-B4 doubles events;
the draw sheets for all categories;

the schedule for the first day of competition.

Important:

B1 doubles events will not be organised. This decision has been made because B1 singles
matches are significantly longer, helping us ensure that the Championships schedule runs
smoothly.

The draw sheets may change slightly after classification if a player's sport class changes
following the classification process.

The latest information will be published on:

o www.blindsport.lt



http://www.blindsport.lt/

o www.aklujutenisas.lt

3. Arrival at the Championships

Regardless of the registration option you selected, all participants must arrive at SEB
Arena and register in person at the Championships Information Desk (Info Desk).

During registration you will receive:
« Yyour accreditation;
« your participant welcome pack;

« other important Championships information.

If you arrive before your scheduled training session or first match, we recommend completing
your registration as early as possible.

4. Training and Court Layout
Official Training Days

Official Championships training sessions will take place on 23—24 August at SEB Arena.

These training sessions are intended to help players become familiar with the courts, court
surface, venue and playing conditions before the competition begins.

Training Schedule

All official training sessions will be organised according to a pre-arranged schedule.

The official training schedule for both national teams and independent players will be
published by 19 August.

Additional Training

If you arrive in Vilnius before the official training days, you may book additional courts on
your own.

Court availability depends greatly on the weather. On rainy days, indoor courts are usually in
very high demand, while on dry days there are generally many more courts available.

Before, during and after the Championships, SEB Arena will operate according to its normal
opening hours.


http://www.aklujutenisas.lt/

If you wish to train outside the official training schedule, you may reserve additional courts
yourself. Payment for these reservations must be made directly to SEB Arena.

Court reservations and payment:
At the SEB Arena reception or online:

https://book.sebarena.lt/#/login

Court Layout by Category

To ensure the smooth running of the Championships, the following court allocation is planned
for official training sessions and competition matches.

First Court Area — B2—B4 Matches
This area contains nine courts (Courts 1-9) arranged in a 3 X 3 layout.
The following courts are planned for B2—B4 official training sessions and matches:

Court 2
Court 3
Court 5
Court 6
Court 8
Court 9

Second Court Area
This area contains six courts (Courts 10—-15) arranged in a single row.

No official Championships training sessions or matches are planned in this area. However, if
courts are available, participants may reserve them independently for additional training.

Third Court Area — B1 Matches
This area contains six courts (Courts 16—21) arranged in a single row.

Four of the six courts in this area will be used for B1 official training sessions and competition
matches.

The following courts are planned for B1 official training sessions and matches:

o« Court 16
o Courtl1?7


https://book.sebarena.lt/#/login

o Court 18
e Court 19

Each court will be separated from the next by curtains to reduce noise between courts and
provide better acoustic conditions for B1 players.

Courts 20 and 21 will not be used for training sessions or matches.

Practice During Competition Days

If courts allocated for B2—B4 categories are available, participants may reserve them
independently for additional training. Reservations can be made online or at the SEB Arena
reception. Additional training sessions are subject to the standard SEB Arena court hire fees
and payment is made directly to SEB Arena.

Because the tactile lines will remain on the B1 courts throughout the Championships,
additional B1 practice sessions will also be possible at no extra cost.

Please note that during the Championships, additional practice in the third court area will only
be possible before the first match of the day begins or after the final match has finished. If
even one match is in progress in the third court area, practice will not be permitted on any
court in that area.

All other courts not allocated for the Championships may be reserved independently through
the SEB Arena reception or online, subject to availability. Standard SEB Arena court hire fees
will apply and payment is made directly to SEB Arena.

Recommendations

» Please arrive at your training session at least 10—15 minutes early.

« If you cannot attend your scheduled training session, please inform the organisers as
soon as possible.

» Please respect your allocated training time so that all participants can use their
scheduled sessions.

« If you plan additional training sessions, we recommend reserving courts as early as
possible.

5. Rankings

The official IBTA World Rankings received from IBTA in August 2026 will be used for player
seeding and draw preparation.

The Championship Referee will prepare the group draws, knockout draws and player seedings
using the official ranking document provided by IBTA.



Please note that IBTA is solely responsible for compiling, updating and maintaining the World
Rankings. The organisers only use the official ranking information provided by IBTA.

If you have any questions regarding your ranking or how it has been calculated, please
contact IBTA directly:

events@internationalblindtennis.org

6. Competition Format

All player categories will be played in two stages:

o Stage 1 — Round Robin Groups
» Stage 2 — Knockout Draw

Matches will also be played to determine all final placing positions.

This competition format has been chosen to give every player the opportunity to play as
many official matches as possible during the Championships.

7. Doubles Events

If there are enough entries, doubles events will be organised separately for the B2, B3 and
B4 categories.

Within each category, men's, women's and mixed doubles pairs will be allowed.
Doubles pairs may only be formed by players from the same vision category. Players from

different vision categories cannot play together because each category has different playing
rules and conditions.

8. Live Streaming

During the Championships, matches will be streamed live from five courts.
The planned live coverage includes:

e« 2 or 3 Bl courts;
e 2 or 3 B2-B4 courts.

Links to the live streams and the streaming schedule will be published through the official
Championship information channels before the Championships.


mailto:events@internationalblindtennis.org

The technical production room and commentary area will be located on Court 21 in the third
court area.

9. Drinking Water

The bottles of water provided by the official Championship sponsor will be available on court
for every match.

If you need additional drinking water, a water dispenser will be available at SEB Arena, where
you can refill your own water bottle free of charge as many times as you wish.

Please also note that tap water in Lithuania is safe to drink.

You may also ask for tap water free of charge in the SEB Arena restaurant.

10. Massage and Physiotherapy

A range of health and wellness services is available at SEB Arena. Championship participants
may receive special discounts. Please ask the individual service providers about available
discounts.

Available services include:

sports massage;

relaxing massage;

physiotherapy;

other health and wellness services.

More information about all available services can be found at:

www.sebarena.lt

11. Tipping
Tipping is appreciated in Lithuania, but it is not mandatory.

People usually leave up to 10%o of the bill. For example, if your bill is around €15-20, it is
perfectly normal to leave a €1-2 tip if you are happy with the service.

Tipping is common in:


http://www.sebarena.lt/

o restaurants;
o cafés;
« Bolt and Uber rides.

In hotels, tipping housekeeping staff is not expected, but it is always appreciated as a kind
gesture.

If you do not have cash, there is no need to worry. Not all businesses allow tips to be added
when paying by card, so it is completely normal not to leave a tip in those situations.

If you only have a larger banknote but would like to leave a small tip, you can ask the waiter

or waitress to exchange it for smaller notes or coins. This is a common practice and allows
you to decide how much you would like to leave.

12. Paying by Card or Cash

In Lithuania, you can pay by bank card or cash almost everywhere.
Around 95% of shops, restaurants and other businesses accept cash without any problems.

In some places, payment may only be possible by bank card, but such situations are
uncommon.

13. Discover Vilnius

Vilnius Tourist Information Centre

If you are planning to explore Vilnius during your stay, we recommend visiting the official
Vilnius Tourist Information website.

There you will find useful information about:

places to visit;

sightseeing tours;

museums;

restaurants;

public transport;

many other useful tips for visitors.

https://www.govilnius.lt/turizmo-informacijos-centras

14. Public Transport and Taxi Services


https://www.govilnius.lt/turizmo-informacijos-centras

Public Transport

Vilnius has an extensive public transport network of buses and trolleybuses connecting all
major parts of the city.

Buying a ticket is simple. After boarding a bus or trolleybus, just tap your bank card on the
ticket validator. Your ticket will be purchased automatically, so there is no need to buy a
paper ticket in advance.

Bolt and Uber

If you plan to use taxi services, we recommend installing both the Bolt and Uber apps on
your phone.

Before booking a ride, we suggest checking the same journey in both apps. Prices may vary,
even at the same time, so you may be able to choose the cheaper option.

If you are travelling with three or four people, we recommend choosing Bolt or Uber instead
of public transport. The journey will usually cost only a few euros more, while saving you
time and making your trip more comfortable.

15. Lithuanian Cuisine

If you would like to try traditional Lithuanian food during your stay, we recommend visiting
the following restaurants:

« Etno Dvaras
« Zemaiciy Asotis
o Senoji Trobelé

These restaurants serve traditional Lithuanian dishes such as cepelinai (potato dumplings),
kugelis (potato pudding), Saltibarsciai (cold beetroot soup ,pink colour soup"),
balandéliai (stuffed cabbage rolls), potato pancakes and many other national specialities.

The easiest way to find the nearest restaurant is by using Google Maps.



